Susquehanna Trail Dog Training Club
January 2007
Old Friends
by Connie Cuff

As a new year begins for the Susquehanna Trail
Dog Training Club I hope it will be one filled with
good relationships with our members and dogs. As a
trainer I have tried to make our classes fun for everyone. Even though I have been exposed to obedience
for over 30 years with Dixie, I am always open to new
ideas as animal training grows and changes over the
years.
Each person comes to class with the hope of
training their dog to have good manners around their
family and friends. Dogs are not born with good behavior. Like children, they need to be educated. Develop
a communicat}on with your dog through basic obedience commands, using
positive reinforcement only. Concentrate when training. If you let your
mind drift, your dog will also drift.
In training why not use food? The answer is that a dog needs to respond for its leader, not because the leader has a supply of goodies. Bait
training is fine as a speeder upper for teaching specific acts to be performed in specific situations (dog tricks) but it is an unnecessary distraction when used in this leadership program. In visiting nursing homes
food cannot be used and it is a distraction from the purpose we are there,
pet therapy.
I feel as a club our group has accomplished a great deal this year.
Eight of our members have received certificates from TDI and we have
started new programs for reading at elementary schools and libraries.
Thanks to all.
With the beginning of a new year a reminder that dogs are required by
law to be licensed after 3 months of age. There is no penalty for buying
your dog's license late, but there could be a fine up to $300 if a Dog
Warden catches your dog without a license.
Please be reminded that all up-to-date shot records are due in January. Does health affect your dog's personality? You bet it does. Keep your
dog up on all its shots, buy dog food best suited for your type of dog,
keep him clean, and by all means brush his teeth.
You know you're a dog person when...
You have more dog beds, chew toys, collars, leashes, and dog crates
than you have dogs.
You meet other people with dogs, and remember the dog's call name,
but don't remember the owner's name.
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Old Friends (Continued)

You have lots of pictures of your dogs on your desk at work, or in
your wallet, but none of your family.
You reach into your pockets for change, and dog treats and pick-up
bags fall allover.
You've had discussions with your friends on the best way to trim your
dog's nails, but have never had a manicure in your lifetime.
All of your clothes have dog hair on them, even when they are washed
or come back from the cleaners.
The only thing your friends and passing acquaintances say to you when
they see you is, "How are the dogs?"
Your photo Christmas cards feature your dogs.
Till next time, remember to love your dog for what he is, Your Best
Friend!

Connie
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Breed of the Month
Beagle
submitted by Connie Cuff
Beagles may be small, but they are beautiful and can do it all.
"They are a nose on four paws". When the nose starts working everything else shuts down. They are so food driven, that their nose can locate a
inch piece of spaghetti at the bottom of a waste basket. That is why they are
used at airports to detect illegal produce and meat in baggage arriving from
overseas.
In addition to keen noses, Beagles have a lot of energy. They are the
ultimate rabbit hunting dog, and have also been used for squirrel and pheasant.
Developed in Great Britain to run European hare, they became popular in the
u.s. during the late 1800's. In 1888 the National Beagle Club was formed and
held the first field trial.
Because of their hunting heritage, Beagles also bark. They need to be
with a pack, whether dogs or humans and love to play with children.
Since they are high-energy dogs, they need a lot of exercise and a neglected Beagle will try to escape or destructively dig and chew. Obedience training can help overcome bad behavior.
Many men who we visit in nursing homes owned beagles and it is nice to have this fun-loving breed as
a member of our club. "Who wouldn't love those waggy tails and floppy ears?"

Notes and Notices
We will not be having evening therapy visits in January and February but daytime visits will continue as scheduled
Our sympathies to Dagney Leininger who lost he Dalmatian, I-Lean and Kathryn Starkey who
lost her Pomeranian.
2007 memberships are due in January. To be covered by club insurance you must be up-to-date
in membership.
In walking at the Marina I see there are a lot of sticks and branches on the ground. As a club we
help them with clean up, so in early Spring I will be scheduling a Sunday for us to volunteer our services.
We will resume classes at the Selinsgrove Center Tues. Jan. 2
We welcome new members:
Shelly Wolfe Selinsgrove with Toby, Schnoodle
Ann and Larry Inderbitzen with Mac, German Shorthair Pointer
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UPCOMING TDI VISITS AND CLUB ACTIVITIES
Jan 2 (Tues)

CLASSES RESUME

Jan 10 (Wed)

Reading Program
White Deer Elementary

9:00am

Jan 24 (Wed)

Reading Program
White Deer Elementary

9:00am

Riverwoods
Lewisburg, PA

10:00am

Every Wednesday
3rd Thursday

Sunbury Community Hospital
1:00-1:30pm
Mansion Nursing Home, Market St. Sunbury
1:45pm

Last Thursday

Geisinger Rehab—Health South

2:00-3:00pm

Newsletter Coordinator: Brandon Pastuszek
E-mail: Brandon@stdtc.org
Website: http://www.stdtc.org
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